National Coalition Fair in Paris, France

In France, migrant entrepreneurship is a relatively fragmented policy area combining a wide
range of sectorial policies and measures. The country still lacks a coherent and integrated
approach on the topic. In this framework, key actors promoting agenda-setting are
training/accompanying/incubators stakeholders such as GRDR, SIAD (Résonance Nord/Sud),
Bond’Innov, Campus France (MeetAfrica), FIA ISM, OFAD, APIES; funding actors
(Investissement & Partenaires, Fondation Enthic, Fadev, COFIDES, OFII); France Terre d’Asile
and Singa specifically targeting newly arrived migrants and refugees as well as not exclusively
“migrant entrepreneurship” oriented operators such as ADIE, Cités Lab and ADIVE.
The needs of migrant entrepreneurs in France are addressed by policies from the areas of
labour integration, social business, development, and by measures aiming at promoting
further cooperation among the stakeholders active in the field. Moreover, since 2014, public
policies in France target newly arrived immigrants, a category that includes only those with
less than 5 years presence in the country. All immigrants with a longer stay fall out of the
integration programmes.
The objective of the national coalition building process in France is to bring together all

stakeholders active in the field in order to exchange experience, learn from each other and
develop a critical mass pushing for a more coordinated action to support more inclusive
entrepreneurship policies. The national coalition initiative ultimately aims at producing
economic development and social impact in the country.

Context
The National Fair, organised by Adive, took place on 5th July at the Institute of the Arab World,
in downtown Paris. The fair provided minority entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs from
disadvantaged areas with the opportunity to attend workshops, meet potential business
partners, and listen to specialists on issues such as access to finance and collaboration with
large corporations.
Mr Dominique Restino, President of “Agence France Entrepreneur (AFE)”, opened the fair. The
event had a strong impact in terms of participation and registered 280 guests: 130
entrepreneurs and 150 business partners representing investment funds, banks, buyers from
large corporations, business experts, consultants, and public officers.
Inclusion was the main topic of the fair with the intent to offer business opportunities and
raise awareness over the topic of minority entrepreneurs. During the first part of the event,
speed business meetings were set up for entrepreneurs, while Adive organized over 250
qualified rendez-vous (of 20 minutes each).
As key step in the national coalition building process, the event also received support from the
Region Ile-de-France, Agence France Entrepreneur, Accenture and KPMG.

Speed Business Meetings

For 2 hours, over 100 entrepreneurs had the opportunity to meet with potential business
partners. Each participant had at least 2 meetings scheduled in the main auditorium of the
Arab World Institute. The objective of the session was twofold: on the one hand, to offer
entrepreneurs the opportunity to create new business relations with buyers from large
corporations by meeting business experts, such as KPMG and Accenture, as well as public and
private funders. On the other hand, to produce positive change in views, approaches and
behaviours of large companies and banks toward minority entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs
located in disadvantaged areas. Stereotypes and clichés tend to disappear in profit of
opportunities.

Some of entrepreneurs’ feedback on the session have been collected and listed below:
“I did not expect to meet so many qualified contacts”
“I think it will help me grow my business”
“I was touched by the empathy of the participants”

Design Thinking workshop
The organisers asked 20 entrepreneurs to attend a 2-hour design thinking workshop to collect
their thoughts on how to support entrepreneurship within disadvantaged communities, such
as minority or migrant entrepreneurs.

Participants pointed out that mass media don not publicise success stories of minority
entrepreneurs. Therefore, entrepreneurship support actors do not particularly focus on this
target group. There is a real need to demonstrate that this target group may be successful.


Idea: entrepreneurship support actors should work with municipalities to identify
success stories locally and present them through local newspapers to the population
as well as in high schools.

The participating entrepreneurs emphasized the fact that it is very difficult to develop their
business when one comes from a minority community, and it is quite impossible to work with
a large corporation.


Idea: to have access to human resources within large corporations in order to initiate
potential cooperation. Volunteers from large corporations may help entrepreneurs to
resolve issues in their development and help them find business opportunities.
A consistent number of entrepreneurs attending the
session shared the common experience that before
setting up their business, they did not have the
opportunity of attending any workshop, and they
did not know how to find relevant information,
except within their own community. They also
shared the same obstacles related to administrative
requirements and lack of a technical language.



Idea: develop a specific website for this target group and work with municipalities to
reach and address its needs.

Participants expressed their interest in attending other meetings as the ones organised in the
framework of the Fair to have more business-oriented networking opportunities.

Opening speeches
From left to right, Ms Laure Cardinal, head of the
economic development department at Regional Council
of Ile-de-France, Ms Auldes Maiel, economic
development department at Regional Council of Ile-deFrance, Ms Naima M’faddel, special councillor of the
President of Regional Council of Ile-de- France, Majid El
Jarroudi, Adive, Mr Dominique Restino, President of
Agence France Entrepreneur, Mr Oben Ayyildiz, director
of “Reseau des Entrepreneurs Citoyens”.

Mr Restino opened the national fair by expressing his gratitude for being a partner of the
event. As President of Agence France Entrepreneur, he provided an insight of the work of the
organisation whose objective is to support every entrepreneur wherever he/she comes from
or is located. Mr Restino regretted that entrepreneurs from minority background are not
properly recognized for the contribution they provide to the French economy. He invited the
organisers and participants to attend next year’s event.
Roundtable 1: how to invent new partnerships between large corporations and minority entrepreneurs?
Participants:
• Thierry DAVIGNY, entrepreneur
• Carole Arnaud, Head of Open Innovation KPMG
• Nicolas MACABÉO, Director at Mozaïk RH (HR cabinet specialized in minorities)
• Julien FANON, Senior manager at Accenture
• Bruno Humbert, President of La Ruche (incubator of social
businesses)
KPMG stressed the importance of identifying very soon promising entrepreneurs. That is why
the organisation launched the programme Open Innovation to collaborate with start-ups and
to give them access to resources and opportunities. Mr Davigny showcased how he has
benefited from the programme and got access to new customers thanks to his participation in
VivaTech 2018, with KPMG.
Mozaik RH and Accenture gave an insight of their partnership, with the latter introducing
Mozaik to many of their clients in order to develop diversity in large corporations. La Ruche
also recognised the strategical value of this new kind of partnership while underlining the
difficulty to put them into place because of strong resistances encountered within large
corporation. Change is coming nevertheless, and the fact that the national fair was held was
already a sign.
Roundtable 2: how to facilitate access to finance for minority entrepreneurs
Participants:
• Michèle CLAYZAC, administrator at BRED Bank
• Renaud GALVEZ, Head of department funding for
enterprises at Region Ile-de-France
• Rudy DEBLAINE, Président of Initiative IDF (loans for
entrepreneurs)
• Youssef Bellatar, Director at Citizen Capital
(investment funds for minority entrepreneurs)

BRED Bank showcased the different loans that the institution provides to entrepreneurs and
reminded the participants that it is a bank founded by entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs. The
region Ile-de-France invited the audience to consider the grants put at the disposal by the
Region, in particular the programmes TPE’up and PME’up which provide more resources to
entrepreneurs. Initiative IDF and Citizen Capital encouraged the (potential) entrepreneurs
interested in funding opportunities to meet with them during the cocktail session and set up
future appointments.

Pitch
Throughout the event, organisers asked
students to pitch their ideas of businesses.
Students from Science Po Paris, the runner up
of the French competition Enactus (an
international NGO supporting student
entrepreneurs) shared their ideas. They
proposed the opening of a Human Resources
cabinet for migrants. The objective is to help
migrants and refugees find jobs within large
corporations, as an effective integration mechanism within the French society. They
announced that they will start their social venture in September and they asked support from
large corporations and funders.
Networking event

Participants joined the dinner cocktail on the terrace of the Arab World Institute to further
network.

CONVENTION D'AFFAIRES
REC DÉVELOPPEMENT 2018
JEUDI 05.07.2018
18H.21H30

Évènement phare du programme REC Développement, la convention d'affaires se tiendra
dans la salle du Haut Conseil de l'Institut du Monde Arabe
le Jeudi 5 juillet 2018 de 18h00 à 21h30.

Elle réunira les 125 entreprises lauréates de l'édition 2018, les 10 groupes partenaires, et les
institutions qui soutiennent le programme : la Région Ile-de-France et
l'Agence France Entrepreneur.
REC Développement est un programme d'accompagnement qui permet chaque année à
125 entreprises franciliennes de bénéficier d'un accompagnement gratuit grâce à l'appui
de consultants expérimentés et bénévoles.
Il est porté par REC Innovation et l'Adive.
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Un dynamisme entrepreneurial supérieur à la moyenne nationale dans les quartiers
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L'ÉVÈNEMENT PHARE DU PROGRAMME
À L'INSTITUT DU MONDE ARABE(IMA)
La convention d'affaires rassemble l'ensemble des lauréats, des parties prenantes et des partenaires du
programme avec pour objectif de générer des rencontres, des échanges et prendre de la hauteur.
Permettre aux 125 entrepreneurs lauréats de 2018 de rencontrer les 10 grands groupes
partenaires pour développer leurs réseaux et des relations commerciales
Valoriser des TPE-PME exemplaires ayant des solutions impactantes
Présentation du programme REC Développement et perspectives

IMA lieu de l'évènemen

DÉROULÉ DU PROGRAMME
16h00 - 18h00
Speed business meeting entre lauréats et grands groupes
Ateliers animés par les experts leaders et rencontres sectorielles
Ateliers de Design Thinking
18h30 - 19h30
Vers une économie responsable et inclusive
Mise en lumière du programme REC Développement et de ses
lauréats
Prise de parole de personnalités qualifiées
Présentation d'une génération d'entrepreneurs engagés
19h30-21h30
Cocktail dînatoire
Rencontres sur la terrasse privatisée de l'IMA
Visite privée de l'Institut du Monde Arabe
Animations, cocktail, DJ set

Cet événement fait partie du projet MEGA
financé par l'UE dans le cadre du programme
COSME (2014-2020) »

